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ANDREY FILATOV

President of the Russian Chess Federation

THE PRESIDENT OF THE RUSSIAN CHESS FEDERATION THINKS THAT A RUSSIAN CLUB WILL WIN THE EUROPEAN CLUB CUP IN BILBAO

Andrey Filatov's favorite to seize the European gold is Malaquita club from Yekaterinburg. He declared that his federation will send practically the whole Olympic team to compete in Bilbao in September 

Andrey Filatov, President of the Russian Chess Federation, claimed in an interview given to Chess Bilbao 2014 press service that he is certain a Russian team will win the European Club Cup which will be held in Bilbao in September. He even singled out Malaquita club from Yekaterinburg as his favorite of the four Russian clubs to seize the title.

The President of the Russian Chess Federation assured that his country is still the greatest world chess power, and confirmed that his country will send to Bilbao practically all the members of the national team that will compete in August at the Chess Olympiad, "because the European Cup is a very important competition".

Andrey Filatov claims to be a follower of soccer team Athletic Club Bilbao, which he says is "the best club in Europe". He intends to visit Bilbao to attend the European Club Cup, do some sightseeing, and as an art philanthropist he is especially interested in visiting "the great Guggenheim Museum."

Interview:

1.-Do you think that Russia is still the world chess power?
I'd like to point out that Russia won the world title in Istambul, so we are world champions. We will find out which national team is the best at the Chess Olympiad in Norway. I hope the Russian team gets the gold.

2.- How many Russian clubs will participate in the European Cup that will be held in Bilbao in September?

Four Russian chess clubs will take part in the European Club Cup in Bilbao. The clubs will be from Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Yekaterinburg, and probably Siberia.
3.- Among these, which do you think has more chances of winning the European Cup?

We wouldn't want to single out any club just yet, since they are all very good, but Malaquita from Yekaterinburg is one of the favorites.
4.- Which other European club would you consider among the favorites?

The favorites are always Russian clubs.

5.- Which big names of current Russian chess will be competing in Bilbao?

I think that 90% of the national Olympic team will participate in the European Cup, because it's a very important championship. Of course, the Chess Olympiad is more important, but we would like to win the European Club Cup.

6.- Will we see you in Bilbao in September visiting the Guggenheim Museum?

I am definitely planning on going, yes. Because Bilbao is a great city, the Guggenheim is a great museum, and the Bilbao tournament is a great tournament. I would also love to visit the Athletic Club Bilbao, of which I am a big fan now. At the moment in my view it is the best team in Europe. For this reason, apart from visiting the Guggenheim Museum, I wish to visit the stadium of the great Athletic Club Bilbao.

