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Athens, 3 April 2017 

 

 

To the FIDE Presidential Board members 

All National Federations 

 

 

Dear chess friends, 

 

 

Your attention is kindly drawn to the letter that Mr Kirsan Ilyumzhinov has sent dated 3rd April 

2017, whereby he claims that he has exclusive rights to call Presidential Board meetings. The 

Presidential Board is informed that the FIDE lawyers were instructed in this matter and have advised 

that Mr Ilyumzhinov delegated all legal and administrative duties of FIDE to the Deputy President in 

the Presidential Board held in Athens in December 2015. Mr Nigel Freeman has repeatedly advised 

 Mr Ilyumzhinov of this, including sending him a copy of the FIDE lawyers' email (a copy of which 

is attached for your information). 

  

It is clear that this matter has become extremely serious and critical and that the forthcoming 

Presidential Board will review all the background of these developments as well as determining the 

best way forward for FIDE. 

  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

  

Georgios Makropoulos 

FIDE Deputy President  
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